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AN  ENGLISH  EXPEDITION  TO  AMERICA 

IN  1527. 
By  H.  P.  BIGGAR. 


The  notices  of  this  expedition  in  the  chronicles  of  the  time 
are  very  brief.  Thus  Halle  merely  states  : 

«  This  same  moneth  [May,  19  Henry  VIII,  1527]  the  kyng  sent 
two  fay  re  shippes,  well  manned  and  vitailed,  having  in  them 
divers  connyng  men,  to  seke  strange  regions  :  and  so  furth  thei 
set,  out  of  the  Thamis,  the  twentie  day  of  May,  if  thei  sped  well 
you  shall  here  at  their  retorne  *  ». 

Eichard  Hakluyt  in  1589  2  described  this  voyage  more 
fully  but  inaccurately  as  follows  : 

«  The  voiage  of  the  two  ships,  whereof  the  one  was  called  the 
Dominus  vobiscum,  set  out  the  20  day  of  May,  in  the  29  3  yeere 
of  king  Henry  the  eight,  and  in  the  yeere  of  our  Lord  God,  1527, 
for  the  discouerie  of  the  North  partes. 

Master  Eobert  Thome  of  Bristoll,  a  notable  member  and  orna 
ment  of  his  countrey,  as  well  for  his  learning,  as  great  charitie 

1.  Edward  Halle,  The  Union  of  the  two  noble  and  illustrate  famelies  of  Lan- 
castre  &  Yorke,  etc.,  Henry  VIII,  fol.  GLVII  verso,  London,  1548;  reprinted  by 
Sir  Henry  Ellis,  London,  1809,  p.  724.  This  notice  was  copied  by  Richard  Graf- 
ton  and  will  be  found  on  p.  1149  of  his  Chronicle,  London,  1568  ;  reprinted  1809, 
Vol.  II,  p.  393.  Cf.   also   E.  Arber,    The  First  Three   English  Books  on  America, 
XIII,  London,  1895. 

2.  R.  Hakluyt,  The  Principal  Navigations,  p.  517,  London  1589;  reprinted  Lon 
don,  1600,  III,  129;  reprinted,  London,  1810,  III,  167-8;   Edinburgh,    1889,  XII, 
293-4  ;  and  Glasgow,  1904,  VII,  153-4. 

3.  In  the  second  edition,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  129,  this  was  corrected  to  19. 
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to  the  poore,  in  a  letter  of  his  to  king  Henry  the  8,  and  in  a  large 
discourse  to  doctor  Leigh,  his  Ambassador  to  Charles  the  emperor, 
(which  both  are  to  be  sene  almost  in  the  beginning  of  the  second 
part  of  this  my  worke)  exhorted  the  foresaid  king  with  very 
waighty  and  substantiall  reasons,  to  set  forth  a  disco verie  even 
to  the  North  pole.  And  that  it  may  bee  knowen  that  this  his  motion 
tooke  present  effect,  I  thought  it  good  herewithall  to  put  downe 
the  testimonies  of  two  of  our  Chroniclers,  M.  Hall,  and  M.  Grafton, 
who  both  write  in  this  sort.  This  same  rnoneth  (say  they)  king 
Henry  the  8.  sent  two  faire  ships  well  manned  &  victualled, 
having  in  them  divers  cunning  men  to  seeke  strange  regions, 
and  so  they  set  foorth  out  of  the  Thames,  the  20  day  of 
May  in  the  19  yeere  of  his  raigne,  which  was  the  yeere  of  our 
Lord,  1527. 

And  whereas  master  Hall,  and  master  Grafton  say,  that  in 
those  ships  there  were  divers  cunning  men,  I  have  made  great 
inquirie  of  such  as  by  their  yeeres  and  delight  in  navigation,  might 
give  me  any  light  to  know  who  those  cunning  men  should  be 
which  were  the  directors  in  the  aforesaid  voyage.  And  it  hath 
bene  tolde  mee  by  Sir  Martin  Frobisher,  and  master  Eichard  Allen, 
a  knight  of  the  Sepulchre,  that  a  Canon  of  S.  Paul  in  London, 
which  was  a  great  Mathematician,  and  a  man  indued  with  wealth, 
did  much  advance  the  action,  and  went  therein  himselfe  in  person, 
but  what  his  name  was,  I  can  not  learne  of  any.  And  further  they 
told  mee  that  one  of  the  ships  was  called  the  Dominus  vobiscum, 
which  is  a  name  likely  to  bee  given  by  a  religious  man  of  those 
daies  :  and  that  sailing  very  farre  Northwestward,  one  of  the 
ships  was  cast  away  as  it  entred  into  a  dangerous  gulphe,  about 
the  great  opening,  betweene  the  North  partes  of  Newfoundland, 
and  the  countrey  lately  called  by  her  majestie,  Meta  Incognita  *. 
Whereupon  the  other  ship  shaping  her  course  towards  Cape 
Britton,  and  the  coast  of  Norumbega  2,  and  oftentimes  putting 
their  men  on  land  to  search  the  state  of  those  unknowen  regions, 
returned  home  about  the  beginning  of  October,  of  the  yeere  afo 
resaid.  And  thus  much  (by  reason  of  the  great  negligence  of  the 
writers  of  those  times,  who  should  have  used  more  care  in  preser- 

1.  The  name  given  to  that  portion  of  Baffin's  Land  forming  the  northern  shore 
of  the  entrance  to  Hudson's  Strait. 

2.  In  the  second  edition  (III,  129)  this    is  altered  to    Arambec.   Cf.    Biddle, 
A  Memoir  of  Sebastian  Cabot,  279,  2nd  edit.  London,  1832;  and  also  J.  G.  Kohl, 
A  History  of  the  Discovery  of  Maine,  283  note,  Portland,  1869. 
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ving  the  memories  of  the  worthie  acts  of  our  nation),  is  all  that 
hitherto  I  can  learne,  or  find  out  of  this  voiage.  » 

In  the  second  edition  of  his  work  published  in  1600,  Hakluyt 
reprinted  the  above  with  one  or  two  minor  alterations  pointed 
out  in  the  notes. 

Samuel  Purchas,  who  published  in  1625-6  a  continuation  of 
Hakluyt's  work,  was  able  to  print  a  letter  dated  St.  Johns, 
Newfoundland,  3  August  1527,  from  John  Eut,  the  Captain  of 
one  of  the  ships  sent  on  this  expedition,  the  Mary  Guild- 
ford.  Purchas  *  introduces  this  letter  in  the  following  words  : 

«  Master  Eobert  Thorne  writes,  that  his  Father  and  Master 
Hugh  Eliot  a  Merchant  of  Bristoll,  were  the  first  discoverers  of 
New-found  Land  :  and  if  the  Mariners  would  have  beene  ruled 
and  followed  their  Pilots  minde,  the  West  Indies  had  beene  ours  : 
so  that  it  seemeth  this  Disco verie  was  before  that  of  Columbus. 
Master  Hakluyt  hath  published  the  particulars  of  these  things 

more  fully,...  to  which  I  referre  the  Eeader  ; I  had  rather  give 

you  new  things.  Such  are  to  the  world Sir  Humphrey  Gilberts 

Letter,  written  with  his  owne  hand  from    New-found  Land ; 

and  after  it  (though  in  time  before)  wee  will  recreate  you  with  a 
plaine  Mariners  Letter  endorsed  in  homely  phrase,  To  the  Hono 
rable  Kings  Grace  of  England,  here  (as  I  thinke)  given  you  from 
the  Originall.  I  have  also  another  written  to  Cardinall  Wolsey 
touching  the  same  voyage  in  Latin,  by  Albertus  de  Prato  ;  for 
the  antiquitie,  rather  then  any  remarkable  raritie,  worthy  here 
to  be  mentioned 

[Then  follows  Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert's  Letter.] 

I  mentioned  before  Master  Thornes  fathers  finding  New 
found  Land,  with  Master  Eliot.  These  animated  King  Henrie  the 
eight  to  set  forth  two  ships  for  discoverie,  one  of  which  perished 
in  the  North  parts  of  New-found  Land.  The  Master  of  the  other, 
John  Eut,  writ  this  Letter  to  King  Henrie,  in  bad  English  and 
worse  Writing.  Over  it  was  this  superscription. 

Master  Grubes  two  ships  departed  from  Plymouth  the  10.  day  of 
June,  and  arrived  in  the  New-found  Land  in  a  good  Harbour, 

4.  Purchas  His  Pilgrimes,  111,808,  London,  1625;  reprinted  Glasgow,  4906,  XIV, 
302.  Cf.  also  V,  822,  London,  1626. 
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called  Cape  de  Bas,  the  21.  day  of  July  :  and  after  we  had  left  the 
sight  of  Selle  *,  we  had  never  sight  of  any  Land,  till  we  had  sight 
of  Cape  de  Bas  2.  » 

Before  giving  the  text  of  John  Eut's  letter  which  describes 
the  voyage  of  the  Mary  Guildford  to  Newfoundland  in  1527, 
it  will  be  well  to  state  who  John  Rut  was  and  to  tell  some 
thing  of  his  ship. 

John  Eut  is  first  heard  of  in  December  1512  3  when  he 
was  appointed  Master  of  a  Genoese  carrack  of  800  tons  called 
the  Maria  de  Loreto*,  subsequently  christened  the  Gabriel 
Royal 5,  which  had  been  seized  at  Dartmouth  for  use  in  the 
war  against  France  6.  Although  Eut  would  appear  to  have 
continued  to  serve  in  the  navy,  we  do  not  hear  of  him  again 
until  1526  when  he  was  already  master  of  the  Mary  Gnildford. 

The  Mary  Guildford,  which  was  possibly  named  after  the 
second  wife  of  Sir  Henry  Guildford,  the  Master  of  the  Horse 
and  the  Controller  of  the  Eoyal  Household  7,  was  built  in 
1524  and  was  of  the  burthen  of  160  tons  8. 

In  the  accounts  from  1525  onwards  occur  the  following 
notices  of  this  ship  : 

7  July  —  28  October  1525.  —  Paid  more  to  Robert  Loggan  keper 


1.  The   Scilly  islands  seem  to  be  meant.  Gf.  Arber,  op.  cit.,  XIV. 

2.  What  Gape  is  meant  is  uncertain.  Gape  Bonavista  lies  25  leagues  north  of 
St.  Johns,  but  stands  in  48°52",  not  in  52°.  It  was  doubtless  a   cape  near  St. 
Lewis  inlet  on  the  coast  of  Labrador. 

3.  J.  S.  Brewer,   Letters  and   Papers  Foreign  and   Domestic  of  the  Reign  of 
Henry  VIII,  I,  p.  454,  n»  3591,  London,  1862 ;   printed  in  A.    Spont,  Letters  and 
Papers  relating  to  the  War  with  France  in  1512-1513,  77-79,   London,  1897.  Gf. 
also  ibid.,  n»«  3977,  and  3980,  and  Spont,  op.  cit.,  80. 

4.  Brewer,  op.  cit.,  p.  651,  n»  4377;  Spont,  op.  cit.,  471. 

5.  Brewer,  op.  cit.,  n»  3591,  p.  455. 

6.  Ibid.,  p.  651,  n»  4377  ;  Spont,  op.  cit.,  86,  note  3. 

7.  For  a   genealogy  of  this  family  see  The  Pylgrymage  of  Sir  Richard   Guyl- 
forde  to  the  Holy  Land,   1506,  reprinted  for  the  Gamden  Society  by  Sir  Henry 
Ellis  in  1851,  p.  xvi. 

5.  N.  H.    Nicolas.   The  Privy  Purse  Expenses   of  King   Henry    VIII,  p.    336, 
London,  1837.  Gf.  also  H.  Ellis,  Original  Letters,  2nd  series,  I,  219,  London,  1827. 
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of  the  Mary  Gulford  for  Wages  &  vitelles  of  iij  men  shippkepers 
kepeing  of  the  sayd  shipp  w*in  the  Eeyver  of  Themes  by  iiij  mo- 
neths  &  ij  dayes  begon  the  vijth  daye  of  July  the  xvij111  yere 
of  the  Eeigne  of  our  soveraigne  lord  King  Henry  the  viijth  and 
to  end  the  xxviijth  day  of  October  then  next  Mowing  In  the  same 
yere  after  the  Bate  of  xs  iiijd  every  man  by  the  moneth  monteth 
vj11  vjs  jd  ob. 

22  December  1525  —  5  July  1526.  —  Paid  more  to  William  Davis 
keper  of  the  Mary  Oullford  for  Wages  &  vitelles  of  ij  men  shippke- 
pers  kepeing  of  the  said  shipp  w*in  the  Eeyver  of  Themes  by 
vij  moneths  begon  the  xxijth  daye  of  Decembre  in  the  xvij  yere 
of  the  Eeigne  of  our  soveraigne  Lord  King  Henry  the  viijth  and 
to  end  the  vth  daye  of  July  then  next  Mowing  in  the  xviijth  yere 
of  the  Eeigne  of  our  soveraigne  lord  after  the  Eate  of  xs  iiijd  every 
man  by  the  moneth  vij11  iiijs  viijd. 

6  July  —  30  August  1526.  —  Paid  more  to  William  Davys  keper 
of  the  Mary  Gewllford  for  wages  &  vitelles  of  ij  men  shippkepers 
kepeing  of  the  said  shipp  w^n  the  Eeyver  of  Themes  by  ij  moneths 
begon  the  vjth  daye  of  July  in  the  xviijth  yere  of  the  Eeigne  of 
our  Soveraigne  lord  King  Henry  the  viijth  and  to  end  the  xxxth 
daye  of  August  then  next  folowing  in  the  same  yere  at  xs  iiijd 
every  man  by  the  moneth,  monteth  xljs  iiijd  i » 

In  the  autumn  of  this  year  1526  the  Mary  Guildford  was 
sent  along  with  the  Mignon  to  fetch  wine  from  Bordeaux. 
She  returned  between  the  sixteenth  and  twenty-third  No 
vember  1526  2.  On  this  occasion  her  crew  was  as  follows  : 

«  Here  fColowyth  the  namys  of  the  mastyer  and  hys  Company 
for  thys  present  vyage  and  what  they  have  recevyd  for  theyr 
wages  in  Bur  deux  anno  m1  vc  xxvj. 

In  primis  payd  to  Johnn  Eowte  mayster  under  God  of  the 
good  shypp  namyd  the  Mary  Gylford  xxiiij  fs. 


1.  Public  Record  Office,  Aug.  Off.  Misc.,  vol.  317,  ft  45'°,  46  and  48. 

2.  In  «  An  Abstracte  of  the  Daily  Charges  of  the  Kyngs  Shipps  yet  remaynyng 
the  xvj.  day  of  November  in  the  xviij.  yere  of  his  Reigne  »  it  is  stated  that  «  the 
Myneon  and  the  Mary  Gildeford  be  not  yet  comen  from  Burdeux  ».  H.   Ellis, 
Original  Letters,  2n<*  ser>>  i}  220,  London,  1827. 
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JohnBowdon  ....  viij  fs.             Peter  Powre iiij  fs. 

William  Dawys  .    .    .  Rychard  Pake.    .    .   . 

Thomas  Lynche  .    .    .  Johnn  ffermer.    .   .    . 

John  Sandall  ....  William  Lame   .    .    . 

William  Hollond  pur-  Bryan  Bartran  .   .    . 

ser  i John  Yong 

John    Jamys    Master  Rychard  Benson.   .   . 

Goner Item  for  the  ij  pagys.        — 

Mathue  Wely  ....  v  fs.               Johnn  Gryffyn  Sen.  \ 

Thomas  Kyng.    ...  Jr.   (     iij  fs. 

Roberte  Rylles    .    .   .  Rayff  Tomson.    .    .  ) 

Edmond  Bartran.   .    .  John  Haward   ....     iiij  fs. 

Rychard  Myller  .    .    .  iiij  fs.              Rayffe  Halow  .... 

Stephyn  Glowbard.   .  Johnn  Peke 

William  Petman.   .   .  Rychard  Powty2.    .    . 
Johnn  Paterynge   .   . 

« The  payment  of  the  Master  and  his  Compayney  yn  London 
alter  the  delyverans  of  Mary  Gylford  in  the  yere  1526  » 
corresponds  almost  exactly  to  the  above  list,  except  that  the 
amounts  are  given  in  crowns  3. 

« In  primis  payd  to  Johnn  Eowt  Mayster  under  God,  24  crowns. 

William  Dawys  .       viij  crowns.         John  Sendall  .    .    .  viij  crowns. 
Thomas  Lynche.   .   .  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 

John  Bowdon  .... 

In  1527  Lord  Edmond  Howard,  the  Duke  of  Norfolk's 
son,  who  in  1522  had  been  in  command  of  a  ship  of  220  tons  *, 
and  later  had  «  served  the  King  in  his  wars  against  the 
Scots  5 »,  wrote  as  follows  to  Cardinal  Wolsey  : 

Syr  I  am  enformyd  ther  shalbe  a  vyage  made  in  to  an  new- 
founde  land  with  dyvyrs  shypps  and  cappetayns  and  sogears 
in  them  ;  and  I  am  informyd  the  vyage  shalbe  honerable  and 
profytable  to  the  Kyngs  Grace  and  all  hys  reame.  Syr  if  your 
Grace  thynk  my  poor  karkes  any  thyng  meet  to  serve  the  Kyngs 

1.  This  man  was  afterwards  on  the  Mignon.  Cf.  Brewer  IV,  Part.  II,  5082. 

2.  Public  Record  Office.  State  Papers,  Foreign  and  Domestic,  Henry  V1I1.  vol.  40, 
pp.  143-4. 

3.  Ibid. 

4.  Brewer,  op.  tit.,  Ill,  pt.  2,  n°  2480,  p.  1044.  Cf.  also,  n°2132,  p.  909. 

5.  Ibid.,  IV,  pt.  2,  n«  2751,  p.  1228. 
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Grace  in  the  sayde  vyage,  for  the  byttyr  passeon  of  Kryst  be  youe 
my  good  lorde  ther  in,  for  now  I  doo  leyff  as  wretchyd  a  lyffe 
as  ever  dyd  jentylman  being  a  tru  man  l ». 

Although  Halle  tells  us  that  the  « two  fayre  shippes,  having 
in  them  divers  conning  men  set  furth  out  of  the  Thamis 
to  seke  strange  regions  the  twentie  day  of  May  »,  1527,  the 
records  inform  us  that  on  24  May,  1527,  «  John  Eutt  of 
Batcliffe,  yeoman  of  the  Crown  »  was  granted  by  King 
Henry  VIII  «  an  annuity  of  twenty  pounds  to  be  paid  in 
equal  portions  at  Easter  and  Michaelmas  2  ».  Since  the  ships 
did  not  leave  Plymouth  till  10  June,  John  Rut  may  have 
received  the  first  payment  in  person. 

We  are  now  in  a  position  to  understand  better  Eut's 
letter  from.  St.  Johns,  Newfoundland,  preserved  to  us  by 
Purchas  3,  in  which  the  Master  of  the  Mary  Guildford  gives 
the  King  an  account  of  the  progress  of  the  expedition  to  the 
third  of  August  : 

«  Pleasing  your  Honorable  Grace  to  heare  of  your  servant 
John  But,  with  all  his  Company  here,  in  good  health,  thanks 
be  to  God,  and  your  Graces  ship.  The  Mary  of  Gilford,  with  all 
her  4  thanks  be  to  God  :  And  if  it  please  your  hono 

rable  Grace,  we  ranne  in  our  course  to  the  Northward,  till  we 
came  into  53.  degrees,  and  there  we  found  many  great  Hands  of 
Ice  and  deepe  water,  we  found  no  sounding,  and  then  we  durst 
not  goe  no  further  to  the  Northward  for  feare  of  more  Ice,  and 
then  we  cast  about  to  the  Southward,  and  within  foure  dayes  after 
we  had  one  hundred  and  sixtie  fathom,  and  then  wee  came  into 
52.  degrees  and  fell  with  the  mayne  Land,  and  within  ten  leagues 
of  the  mayne  I/and  we  met  with  a  great  Hand  of  Ice,  and  came 
hard  by  her,  for  it  was  standing  in  deepe  water,  and  so  went  in 
with  Cape  de  Bas  5,  a  good  Harbor,  and  many  small  Hands,  and 

Bancroft 

1.  H.  Ellis,  Original  Letters,  3nd  ser.,  I,  161-2,  London,  1846. 

2.  Brewer,  op.  tit.,  IV,  pt.  2,  n°  3213  (20),  p.  1464. 

3.  Purchas,  op.  cit.,  Ill,  808  and,  vol.  XIV,  304-305  of  the  Glasgow  reprint. 

4.  There  is  a  blank  here  in  Purchas. 

5.  Possibly  St.  Lewis  inlet  in  52°20'  where  they  arrived  on  21  July.  See  supra, 
p.  462. 
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a  great  fresh  Eiver  going  up  farre  into  the  mayne  Land  *,  and  the 
mayne  Land  all  wildernesse  and  mountaines  and  woods,  and  no 
naturall  ground  but  all  mosse,  and  no  inhabitation  nor  no  people 
in  these  parts  ;  and  in  the  woods  wee  found  footing  of  divers  great 
beasts,  but  we  saw  none  not  in  ten  leagues.  And  please  your  Grace, 
the  Samson  and  wee  kept  company  all  the  way  till  within  two 
dayes  before  wee  met  with  all  the  Hands  of  Ice,  that  was  the 
first  day  of  July  at  night,  and  there  rose  a  great  and  a  marvailous 
great  storme,  and  much  foule  weather  ;  I  trust  in  Almightie  Jesu 
to  heare  good  newes  of  her.  And  please  your  Grace,  we  were  con 
sidering  and  a  writing  of  all  our  order,  how  we  would  wash  us  and 
what  course  wee  would  draw  and  when  God  doe  send  foule  wea 
ther,  that  with  the  Cape  de  Sper  2  shee  should  goe,  and  he  that 
came  first  should  tarry  the  space  of  sixe  weeks  one  for  another  3, 
and  [we]  watered  at  Cape  de  Bas  ten  dayes  *,  ordering  of  your 
Graces  ship  and  fishing,  and  so  [we]  departed  toward  the  South 
ward  to  seeke  our  fellow  :  the  third  day  of  August  we  entered 
into  a  good  Haven,  called  Saint  John  5,  and  there  we  found  ele 
ven  saile  of  Normans,  and  one  Brittaine  6,  and  two  Portugall 
Barkes,  and  all  a  fishing,  and  so  we  are  readie  to  depart  toward 
Cape  de  Bas,  and  that  is  twentie  five  leagues  7,  as  shortly  as  we 
have  fished  8,  and  so  along  the  coast  till  we  may  meete  with  our 
fellow,  and  so  with  all  diligence  that  lyes  in  me  toward  parts  to 
that  Hands  9  that  we  are  commanded  by  the  grace  of  God,  as  we 
were  commanded  at  our  departing  :  And  thus  Jesu  save  and  keepe 
your  honorable  Grace,  and  all  your  honourable  Eever[encel. 
in  the  Haven  of  Saint  John,  the  third  day  of  August,  written 
in  haste,  1527. 
By  your  servant  John  Eut,  to  his  uttermost  of  his  power  10.  » 

1.  St.  Lewis  river. 

2.  Cape  Spear,  3  1/4  miles  S.  E,  of  St.  Johns. 

3.  That  is  to  say  if  they  were  separated  they  should  rendezvous  at  St.  Johns. 

4.  From  21  to  31  July.  See  supra,  p.  462. 

5.  St.  Johns,  Newfoundland. 

6.  A  Breton  ship. 

7.  If  St.  Lewis  inlet  be  meant,  the  distance  would  be  125  leagues.  Cape  Bona- 
vista  is  about  25  leagues  north  of  St.  Johns,  and  has  shoals  off  it  (Cap  de  Bas) 
but  lies  in  latitude  48°52",  not  52<>. 

8.  These  fish  were  probably  merely  for  food. 

9.  Cf.  F.  A.  Kirkpatrick,   The  First  Recorded  English  Voyage  to  the  West  Indies 
in  the  English  Historical  Review  for  January  1905,  vol.  XX,  n°  77,  p.  115. 

10.  Purchas,  op.  cit.,  loc.  cit. 
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Purchas  then  continues  : 

« I  have  by  me  also  Albert  de  Prato's  originall  Letter,  in  Latin 
stile,  almost  as  harsh  as  the  former  English,  and  bearing  the  same 
date,  and  was  indorsed,  Reverend,  in  Christo  Patri  Domino  Domino 
Cardinali  &  Domino  Legato  Anglice  :  and  began,  Reverendissime 
in  Christo  Pater  salutem.  Reverendissime  Pater,  placeat  Reve- 
rendissimce  paternitati  vestra,  scire,  Deo  javente  postquam  exivimus 
a  Plemut  quce  fuit  X.  Junii  &c.  (the  substance  is  the  same  with 
the  former,  and  therefore  omitted)  Datum  apud  le  Baya  Saint 
Johan  in  Terris  Novis,  die  X.  Augusti  4,  1527.  Rever.  Pair.  vest. 
bumilis  servus,  Albertus  de  Prato.  (the  name  written  in  the  lowest 
corner  of  the  sheet 2). 

This  Albert  de  Prato  or  Porto  would  appear  to  have  been 
an  Italian  who  on  19  April  1527  borrowed  £  19,  15  s.  from 
one  Eaphel  Maruffo  3.  No  further  mention  of  him  has  yet 
been  discovered. 

If  the  Mary  Guildford  returned  to  &t.  Lewis  inlet  to  look 
for  the  Sampson,  she  found  no  trace  of  her,  nor  was  she  ever 
heard  of  more  *.  «  Whereupon  »,  says  Hakluyt,  «  this  other 
ship  shaped  her  course  towards  Cape  Britton,  and  the  coast  of 
Norumbega,  and  oftentimes  put  their  men  on  land  to  search 
the  state  of  those  unknowen  regions  5 ». 

On  Tuesday  19  November  1527  an  English  vessel  appeared 
off  the  island  of  Mona  which  lies  half-way  between  Puerto 
Rico  and  St.  Domingo.  Since  it  is  recorded  that  she  belonged 
to  the  king  of  England,  had  been  sent  in  company  with  a 
consort  to  seek  a  passage  to  the  land  of  the  Great  Khan, 
and  that  this  consort  h^ad  been  lost  in  a  storm,  also  that 
she  had  visited  Newfoundland,  there  would  seem  to  be  consi- 

1.  This  shews  that  a  week  later  than  the  date  of  Rut's  letter  the  Mary  Guildford 
was  still  at  St.  Johns. 

2.  Purchas,  op.  cit.,  loc.  cit. 

3.  Brewer,  op.  cit.,  IV,  pt.  II,  n°  3121. 

4.  Gf.  Kirkpatrick's  paper  in  the  English  Hist.  Rev.,  XX,  123,  where  the  conjec 
ture  is  made  that  the  Sampson  was  not  lost.  If  this  were  so  why  did  she  not  go 
to  the  rendezvous  at  St.  Johns  ? 

5.  Supra,  p.  460. 
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derable  probability  that  this  ship  was  the  Mary  Guildford. 
The  account  of  her  visit  to  the  island  of  La  Mona  as  pre 
served  to  us  in  Spanish  sources  is  as  follows  : 

«  The  Statement  obtained  from  the  English  ship  when  at  the  Island 
of  Mona  on  her  way  to  Hispaniola. 

That  while  he  (Gines  Navarro)  was  loading  the  said  caravel 
with  cassava,  last  Tuesday,  the  nineteenth  of  the  present  month 
of  November,  there  arrived  a  vessel  of  250  tons'  burden,  and 
three  main-tops;  and  taking  her  for  a  ship  from  Spain,  he  went 
towards  her  in  his  boat.  And  they  came  off  in  their  pinnace  manned 
by  25  or  30  men  with  as  many  as  25  men  in  the  boat  and  the  cap 
tain  of  the  said  ship  in  command.  All  were  armed  with  corselets, 
bows  and  arrows  and  some  crossbows  ;  and  in  the  bow  were  two 
lombards,  the  matches  of  which  were  alight. 

On  reaching  them,  he  inquired  from  what  country  they  came  ! 
They  answered  they  were  Englishmen  from  the  city  of  London, 
and  that  the  vessel  belonged  to  the  king  of  England.  He  asked 
them  what  they  had  come  to  look  for  in  those  parts?  They  told 
him  the  king  had  fitted  out  that  vessel  and  another  to  go  and  dis 
cover  the  land  of  the  Great  Khan,  but  that  on  the  way,  they  met 
with  a  storm,  during  which  they  lost  sight  of  their  consort  and 
had  never  seen  her  again.  They  held  on  their  course  and  reached 
the  frozen  sea  where  they  met  large  islands  of  ice.  Being  unable 
to  pass  that  way,  they  altered  their  course  but  ran  into  a  sea  as 
hot  as  water  in  a  boiler.  For  fear  lest  that  water  should  melt  the 
pitch  of  their  vessel,  they  turned  about  and  came  to  explore  New 
foundland,  where  they  found  some  50  Spanish,  French  and  Por 
tuguese  fishing-vessels.  They  desired  to  land  there  in  order  to  have 
tidings  of  the  Indians,  but  on  reaching  the  shore  the  Indians 
killed  the  pilot,  who  they  said  was  by  birth  a  Piedmontese.  Sett 
ing  sail  thence  they  made  their  way  for  some  400  leagues  and  more 
along  the  coast  of  the  new  land  where  Ayllon  took  his  colony  *. 
Thence  they  crossed  over  and  came  to  explore  the  island  of  St. 
John  [Puerto  Eico]. 

He  asked  them  what  they  were  looking  for  in  these  islands? 
They  answered  that  they  wished  to  examine  them  in  order  to  give 
the  king  of  England  an  account  thereof  :  when  they  had  explored 

1.  Gf.  J.  Winsor.  Narrative  and  Critical  History  of  America,  II,  238-242.  London. 
1880. 
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them,  they  would  take  a  load  of  Brazilwood  and  return  home. 
They  inquired  for  the  course  to  San  Domingo  and  about  the 
harbour  there,  and  who  was  in  charge  of  the  island,  as  they  wished 
to  go  and  examine  it.  He  told  them  everything  and  they  made 
a  note  of  the  same. 

The  captain  of  the  English  ship  invited  Gines  Navarro  to 
come  on  board;  which  he  did  and  was  shown  all  over  it.  She 
had  only  wine,  flour  and  provisions,  with  some  clothes,  linen  goods 
and  other  articles  for  barter,  and  much  good  artillery.  There  were 
also  carpenters,  smiths  and  a  forge,  other  artisans,  tools  to  build 
more  vessels  in  case  of  necessity  and  an  oven  for  baking  bread. 
The  whole  ship's  company  that  he  saw  would  number  as  many 
as  70  people.  He  states  that  the  captain  asked  him  if  he  could 
read  Latin  or  Spanish  :  for  he  wished  to  show  him  the  orders 
he  brought  from  the  king  of  England.  Since  he  was  unable  to  read, 
he  did  not  see  them. 

The  captain  and  some  25  or  30  men  went  ashore  at  Mona  and 
remained  there  until  Wednesday  afternoon.  All  came  armed. 
They  went  on  board  for  San  Domingo,  and  on  Thursday  mor 
ning  shot  off  two  lombards  and  blew  a  trumpet  and  set  sail  in 
the  direction  of  San  Domingo,  until  they  were  out  of  sight. 

The  said  Gines  Navarro  remained  at  Mona  until  Friday,  when 
he  came  to  this  island.  [Puerto  Eico.]  ' 

On  Monday  25  November  the  Mary  Guildford  (if  she  it 
was)  arrived  off  San  Domingo. 

«  Evidence  taken  at  San  Domingo  owing  to  the  Arrival  of  an 
English  Vessel. 

In  the  city  of  San  Domingo  at  three  o'clock  on  Tuesday  the 
26th  day  of  the  month  of  November  1527,  Messrs,  the  licentiates 
Christopher  Lebron  and  Alfonso  Cuazo,  judges  of  the  Audiencia 
and  Chancery  of  his  majesty,  being  present  in  the  Casas  de  la 
Contratacion,  before  me  Diego  Cavallo,  secretary  of  the  said  royal 
Audiencia,  their  honours  stated  :  that  inasmuch  as  yesterday 
a  large  ship,  with  three  main-tops,  belonging  to  the  king  of  En 
gland,  had  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  this  harbour  and  river,  and 
the  captain  with  ten  or  twelve  sailors  had  come  on  shore  in  a  boat, 

1.   Biggar,    The  Precursors  of  Jacques  Cartier,  167-168,  Ottawa,  1911;    also 
translated  in  the  English  Historical  Review,  XX,  117-119.  Cf.  also  Arber,op.  cit.  XV., 
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and  bad  informed  them  how  the  said  ship  belonged  to  the  king 
of  England,  and  that  it  and  another,  some  nine  months  since, 
had  set  out  together  from  England  in  order  at  the  king's  command 
to  explore  a  certain  region  in  the  north,  between  the  Labrador's 
land  and  the  Cod-fish  land  A,  in  the  belief  that  they  would  find 
there  a  passage  by  which  to  sail  to  the  discovery  of  Tartary  ; 
that  they  had  sailed  as  far  north  as  fifty  degres  and  more,  where 
the  cold  had  carried  off  some  of  their  people,  and  having  lost 
their  pilot  and  their  consort,  they  had  come  to  this  island  to 
obtain  fresh  water  and  provisions  and  other  things  of  which  they 
stood  in  need  ;  and  they  had  asked  them  [the  judges]  for  a  safe- 
conduct  in  order  to  enter  this  harbour,  and  they  [the  judges]  in 
the  name  of  his  majesty  had  given  it,  and  had  sent  Diego  Mendez, 
high  constable  of  this  island  and  Francis  Martin  and  Pedro  de 
Montes,  pilots,  on  board  with  them  to  bring  the  said  ship  into 
this  harbour  :  and  as  it  was  then  almost  night  they  were  not  able 
to  bring  her  into  harbour  until  this  morning  at  ten  o'clock,  when 
the  said  ship  anchored  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  in  order  to  .come 
further  in  when  the  north  wind  dropped  :  and  that  while  the  said 
ship  was  at  anchor,  they  have  been  informed  and  it  is  publicly 
known,  that  from  the  fortress  of  this  city  a  lombard  was  fired, 
with  a  stone  which  passed  close  to  the  said  ship,  on  which  account 
the  said  ship  at  once  made  sail  and  goes  off  in  the  direction  of 
Castile2.  » 

From  San  Domingo,  according  to  the  Spanish  historian 
Oviedo  who  was  there  in  1530  and  in  1533  succeeded  Francis 
de  Tapia  as  Governor  of  the  Fortress  from  which  the  lom 
bard  was  fired,  the  Mary  Guildford  proceeded  to  Puerto  Eico  : 

«  Seeing  the  reception  accorded  them  at  San  Domingo,  they 
drew  off  in  the  direction  of  Puerto  Eico  [San  Juan],  and  having 
entered  into  the  bay  of  San  German  had  speech  with  the  people 
of  that  town  and  begged  for  provisions,  complaining  of  the  people 
of  San  Domingo,  saying  that  they  came  not  to  annoy  but  to 
treat  with  their  money  and  merchandise,  if  they  would  receive 
them  :  and  some  provisions  were  given  them  and  their  ship  gave 
in  payment  pewter  and  other  things,  and  went  on  her  way  in  the 

1.  Between  Greenland  and  Newfoundland. 

2.  Biggar,  op.  cit.,  173-174. 


AN  ENGLISH  EXPEDITION  TO  AMERICA  IN  1527  471 

direction  of  Europe,  where  it  is  supposed  she  never  arrived,  be 
cause  no  news  was  ever  had  of  this  ship  i. » 

From  the  records  we  know  that  the  Mary  Guildford,  if  this 
was  the  ship  that  visited  the  West  Indies  in  1527,  returned 
to  England  in  safety.  From  the  following  document  she  would 
appear  never  to  have  left  the  Thames  between  7  June  and 
September  the  first  : 

7  June-1  Sept.  1527.  —  Paid  more  to  John  Griffith  Keper  of 
the  Mary  Gwylford  for  Wages  and  vitelles  of  iij  men  Shipkepers 
kepeing  of  the  said  shipp  W*  in  the  Eyver  of  Themes  by  ij  moneths 
&  vij  dayes  bygon  The  vijth  Daye  of  June  In  the  xixth  yere  of 
the  Eeigne  of  or  soveraigne  lord  king  Henry  the  viijth  and  to  end 
the  first  daye  of  septemb1  then  next  folowing  In  the  same  yere 
at  xs  iiijd  every  man  by  the  moneth  iij11  vs  iijd  2. 

In  the  summer  of  1528  she  again  lay  in  the  Thames  : 

5  July-19  Sept.  1528.  —  Paid  more  to  William  Westmore  Keper 
of  the  Mary  Gwyllford  for  wages  &  vitelles  of  iij  men  Shippkeprs 
kepeing  of  the  said  Shipp  w*  in  the  Eeyver  of  Themes  by  ij  mo 
neths  &  vij  dayes  begon  the  vth  Daye  of  July  In  the  xxth  yere 
of  the  Eeigne  of  or  Soveraigne  lord  king  Henry  the  viijth  and 
to  end  the  xixth  daye  of  Septembre  then  next  folowing  In  the 
Same  yere  at  xs  iiijd  every  man  by  the  moneth  iiij11  vs  iijd  3.  » 

In  the  autumn  of  1528  under  her  master  John  Eut  she 
was  sent  again  to  Bordeaux  along  with  Mignon  to  bring  back 
wine  for  the  king's  household  \ 

During  the  first  eight  months  of  1529  she  remained  in  the 
Thames,  if  the  following  entries  may  be  relied  upon  : 

7  Jan. -23  June  1529.  —  Paid  more  to  William  Dicson  keper 
of  the  Mary  Gwyllford  for  wages  &  vitelles  of  ij  men  shipp- 

1.  Gonzalo  Fernandez  de  Oviedo,  La  historia  general  de    las  Indias,    vol.    I, 
p.  611,  Madrid,  1851  :  translated  in  the  English  Hist.  Review,  XX?  120.  Gf.  also 
Purchas,  op.  cit.,  XV,  231.  Glasgow,  1906. 

2.  Public  Record  Office.  Aug.  Off.  Misc.  317,  fol.  50. 

3.  Ibid.,  fol.  51. 

4.  Brewer,  op.  cit.,  IV,  pt.  II,  n«    5082,  p.  2215  :  and  Royal  MSS.    at  British 
Museum,  14  B  XXIX.  Cf.  also  Brewer,  op.  cit.,  V,  p.  306. 
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kepers  kepeing  of  the  said  Shippke  w4m  the  Eyver  of  themes 
by  vj  moneths  begon  the  vijth  daye  of  Jenuary  In  the  xxth  yere 
of  the  Eeigne  of  our  Soveraigne  lord  king  henry  the  viijth  and  to 
end  the  xxiij  Daye  of  January  [sic  pro  June]  In  the  xxjth  yere 
of  the  Eeigne  of  or  said  soveraigne  lord  at  xs  iiijd  every  man  by 
the  moneth  vju  iiijs. 

24  June-ler  Sept.  1529.  —  Paid  more  to  William  dicson  maistr 
of  the  Mary  Gwylford  for  wages  &  vitelles  of  ij  men  more  vnto  him 
shipkepers  kepeing  of  the  Said  Shipp  w1  in  the  Eeyver  of  themes 
by  ij  moneths  do  began  the  xxiiijth  daye  of  June  In  the  xxjth 
yere  of  the  Eeigne  of  our  Soveraign  lord  King  henry  the  viijth 
and  to  end  the  frist  daye  of  Septembr  then  next  Mowing  In  the 
same  yere  at  xs  iiijd  every  man  by  the  moneth  w*  on  dedshare  for 
the  Maistr  by  lyke  tyme  at  xs  amoneth  vu  xvs  xd  *. 

The  cost  of  «  rigging  and  triming  the  Mynyon  and  the 
Mary  Guyldeford  »  in  August  1529  when  they  appear  to  have 
been  sent  again  to  Bordeaux  for  the  king's  wine  was  £  71. 
13  s.  4  d 2.  These  two  ships  went  again  to  Bordeaux  in 
August  1530  3,  returning  in  January  1531  *.  The  Mary  Guild- 
ford  was  still  bringing  the  king's  wine  from  Bordeaux  in 
1534  5.  She  is  mentioned  for  the  last  time  in  September  1539 
but  without  any  reference  to  the  service  upon  which  she  was 
employed  6. 

Let  us  hope  that  a  document  may  yet  be  brought  to  light 
which  will  prove  beyond  a  doubt  that  the  English  vessel 
which  appeared  in  the  West  Indies  in  1527  was  the  Mary 
Guildford  of  London. 

1.  Public  Record  Office.  Aug.  Off.  Misc.  317,  ff.  52-52*. 

2.  J.  Gairdner,  Letters  and  Papers  of  Henry  VIII,  V,  314. 

3.  Ibid.,  p.  321. 

4.  Ibid.,  p.  748. 

5.  Gairdner,  op.  cit.,  VII,  1168  and  1564  from  British  Museum  Otho  E  IX,  54. 
6    Ibid.,  XIV,  pt.  II,  n°  194. 


